Combating Drugs Addition  
METH = DEATH  -Introducing "The Tweakers Project"

Over the past year Meth addiction has become widely recognized as a scourge in our community.  Hardly a month goes by without news of big busts of dangerous meth labs or arrests of high profile users. 

Spreading out from the Midwest at a rate that rivaled the crack cocaine epidemic of a generation earlier, meth appears to be even more addictive and physically damaging.  As with crack, we're seeing a wave of meth-induced violent behavior, heightened AIDS and other STD transmissions, plus the economic and personal relationship destruction typical of all addictions.

    

But where is the education aimed at combating this epidemic?  

    

We've seen a handful of government sponsored ad campaigns and articles in the gay and mainstream press, mostly voices from the outside looking in. 

    

It's time for the voices most directly impacted by the epidemic -- addicts and those who have loved and suffered around them -- to have their say.  Only they can speak with the most credibility about why this scourge must be stopped.

    

Building off of the book "Tweakers," written by Frank Sanello with film rights donated by Allyson Press, The Tweakers Project is a non-profit documentary film project aimed at educating the Gay, Lesbian, Trans and Bi community by having people in the community tell their stories.  Directed by award-winning talk show host and West Hollywood Lesbian and Gay Advisory Board Member Jimmy Palmieri, The Tweakers Project will have booths at community fairs this summer where people will be invited to give their personal testimonials about their experiences with this drug, and how it has impacted the lives of them and those they love.

    

While the non-profit The Tweakers Project is receiving generous in-kind support from the City of West Hollywood, it needs your support to become the widely circulated, freely available resource that our community needs.  Please consider making a tax-deductible donation by going to www.TheTweakersProject.org website and donating on-line.
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Alternatively, donations for The Tweakers Project can be made to the Women's Cultural Arts Association (WCAA), an all-volunteer, 501(c)3 LGBT non-profit, which has chosen Tweakers as an educational outreach program.

    

Checks may be made out and sent to:
WCAA
15842 Chase St.
North Hills, CA
(write "The Tweakers Project" in the memo section)

    

Not convinced yet?  Then look at this host of community members who are already donated their time and talents to The Project:
    

*  Elizabeth Ashley, veteran actress 

 *  Dan Berkowitz, award winning playwright and President of the Tom of Finland Foundation, 

 *  Ivy Bottini, a mainstay in the gay and lesbian community's battle against inequity

 *  Chris Clarkin, Secretary of Christopher Street West

 *  Dan Cullinane, author and journalist 

 *  John Duran, West Hollywood Council Member 

 *  Neil Elliot, veteran character actor and writer

 *  Zsa Zsa Gershick, award winning author

 *  Brian Grillo, the front man of the internationally famous, defunct band Extra Fancy

 *  Hunter Lee Hughes, accomplished young actor 

 *  Kevin Kramer, adult entertainment legend 

 *  Miss Coco Peru, international drag impresario

 *  Susan Sexton, activist and member of the Lesbian and Gay Advisory Board of West Hollywood

 *  Yvette Sotelo of West Hollywood Public Access

    

Please be generous.  As we've seen with the AIDS crisis, community-driven educational outreach is the most effective way to combat an epidemic.
   

Thank you.   
Robin Tyler 
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